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“A Quick Fix” - Letter from the Delaware Chapter Chair
by Jay Cooperson

“For energy conservation please use revolving
doors,” requests the sign on the hinged emer-

gency exit doors to the lobby of the downtown
Wilmington building in which I work. A modest plea
that most disregard. 

TheNews Journal “Letters to the Editor” sec-
tion has recently seen a spate of letters calling for
increased exploration and drilling for oil off our
coasts and in the Alaska National Wildlife Refuge as
a way to bring down the cost of gasoline, an
approach championed of course by the White House.
Most attribute the resistance to drilling, at least in
the Arctic, to the Democrats, ignoring the fact that
our own long serving Republican senator, Bill Roth,
was a staunch advocate for preserving ANWR.

These things illustrate, respectively, an unwill-
ingness to relate our daily acts and choices to wider
environmental issues, and second, to believe that
there is not a quick fix for every problem.

The second instance all too often goes hand-in-
hand with an over simplification of complex issues
and a proclivity toward finding a scapegoat.

The most fundamental reasons for rejecting an
energy policy based on a continuing dependence on
fossil fuels - as an old Yiddish proverb says “The
cure can be worse than the sickness.” This is an
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evanescent cure just like the rush to promote corn
based ethanol as a substitute fuel or to produce a
hydrogen fueled car, ignoring the large amount of
energy required to obtain hydrogen with current
technology.

There is an underlying attitude here that threatens
a national approach to seeing and dealing with the
inter-connected crises in our planet’s environment:
namely that there is some quick fix, some silver bul-
let or bullets that will dissipate our problems without
altering profoundly the patterns of our lives. 

A recent lead article in the Business Section of
the Sunday New York Timesdealt with the current
rise in oil prices, replete with breast beating by cur-
rent and former congressmen about their failure to
raise the corporate average fuel economy or CAFÉ
standards years ago. These are not partisan issues,
for many in both parties failed to support legislation
for higher fuel efficiency. The late Senator Jesse
Helms (R) and Senator Carl Levin (D) both fought
against raising fuel efficiency requirements.

We confront enormous complex systemic prob-
lems. Thus, for example, our pattern of land use
including the supporting infrastructure which have
remained essentially unchanged since the Second
World War are inherently wasteful. This cannot be
wiped away, even if we see redevelopment and
renewed growth in our urban cores.



by Steve Callanen, Southern Delaware Group
Ocean View, DE

Many who testified at the Department of Natural
Resources and Environmental Control’s June

23 Pollution Control Strategy public hearing in
Georgetown reiterated the Positive Growth
Alliance’s private property rights mantra, which
translated into strong opposition to DNREC’s pro-
posed requirement for the establishment of vegetated
pollution absorbing buffer strips along the shorelines
of the bays and its tributaries.

The PGA considers buffers to represent an
unlawful “taking” because the buffers might reduce
the number of homes that a landowner could poten-
tially construct on his property. In recent years
Sussex County Council, which controls land use, has
exacerbated this situation by permitting the con-
struction of hundreds of homes on the edge of bay
waters. In the past many of these building sites were
considered wetlands and hence unsuitable for con-
struction purposes.

Politicians who support PGA pro-development
initiatives seem to have forgotten that clean water in
the magnificent Delaware Inland Bays estuary is
essential for not only providing a healthy environ-
ment for recreational boating, fishing, clamming,
crabbing, swimming, hunting, windsurfing, kite
boarding and bird watching, but for preservation of
one of the state’s most important economic assets.

Land use attorneys Christopher Duerksen and
Richard Roddewig, who have chaired the American
Bar Association’s Land Use Planning and Zoning
Committee, believe historical precedent and recent
case law make clear that reasonable land use and
environmental regulations will have little trouble
withstanding constitutional scrutiny in the vast
majority of cases. Only in rare instances do they
believe such regulations will be deemed so onerous
as to effect a “taking” under the Fifth Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution, which holds that private prop-
erty shall not be taken for public use without just
compensation.

In 1986, during Governor Castle’s administra-
tion, then Senator Ruth Ann Minner and 232 others
representing the private sector, environmental organ-
izations, the Environmental Protection Agency, and
all branches of state and local government, worked
for approximately two years developing Delaware’s
Environmental Legacy Program. The Program report

prophetically warned 20 years ago, “The projected
steady rate of population growth and increased den-
sity suggest that pressures on the state’s natural
resources will increase and will inevitably impact all
aspects of the environment.”

In 1995 the Delaware Inland Bays Comprehen-
sive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP)
was published. This massive document represents
more than a year’s worth of work by approximately
260 individuals. It includes a Habitat Protection
Action Plan, with a 1998 implementation step to
develop criteria for appropriate setbacks – from 50
to more than 300 feet – for various shoreline and
upstream conditions, and to revise the Sussex Coun-
ty setback ordinance to reflect the state criteria and
manage shoreline to prevent erosion, reduce urban
runoff, and promote the benefits to wildlife and
native plant species. It was recommended that state
legislation and/or regulation be considered, if neces-
sary after 1998. Sussex County’s stubborn inaction
on this matter has conclusively established that state
legislation and/or regulation is indeed absolutely
necessary and ten years overdue.

At the PCS hearing PGA’s salaried lobbyist chal-
lenged DNREC’s authority to establish buffers and
threatened DNREC with a lawsuit if buffer regula-
tions are enacted.

In a speech delivered at the May 20 PCS public
workshop in Rehoboth Beach, DNREC Secretary
John Hughes quoted the Deputy Attorney General as
saying, “DNREC has the authority to promulgate a
regulation to require and enforce riparian buffers, to
protect water quality in a watershed with TMDLs
(Total Maximum Daily Loads) established as part of
a Pollution Control Strategy TMDL implementation
plan, where Sussex County Council does not imple-
ment such riparian buffers in their new proposed
Comprehensive Land Use plan.”

It is sincerely hoped that Secretary Hughes and
the Attorney General’s Office will not be intimidated
by the PGA and will utilize legislative and legal
alternatives, if necessary, to ensure establishment of
effective protective buffers around our Inland Bays.

Secretary Hughes astutely warns, “The paradise
that is the Inland Bays watershed is not immune to
ruination.”

The Inland Bays are the property of all Delaware-
ans. Contact your legislators and demand protection
for your bays.

DNREC’s Authority To Establish Inland Bay Buffer Regs Challenged
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Voter Scorecard:
The Political Committee is seeking volunteers to

help interview candidates seeking a position in the
General Assembly. The results of this process will
be used on a website to inform Delaware voters
about the environmental positions of the candidates.
Volunteers from each county are needed; the inter-
viewing will take place over the summer. If you
would like to find out more, please email
politics@delaware.sierraclub.org.
Candidate Forum:

Gubernatorial Environmental Candidates’ Forum,
Tuesday, August 19 in Wilmington

Submit your questions and learn more about the
environmental positions of all of the primary candi-
dates for governor

The Delaware Chapter of the Sierra Club is spon-
soring a Gubernatorial Candidates’ Environmental
Forum on Tuesday, August 19, 2008, at 6:30 p.m.
This free, non-partisan public forum will be co-
sponsored by Jewish Community Relations
Committee of the Jewish Federation of Delaware,
Appoquinimink River Association, Citizens for a
Better Sussex, Citizens for Clean Power, Climate
Change Coalition for Study and Action, Delaware
Audubon Society, League of Women Voters of
Delaware, Delaware Native Plant Society, New Cas-

tle County Civic League, Partnership for the
Delaware Estuary, Society of Natural History of
Delaware, American Water Resources Association -
Delaware Chapter, White Clay Creek Watershed
Management Committee, and University of
Delaware’s Center for Energy and Environmental
Policy.

The forum will be held in the auditorium of the
Bernard and Ruth Siegel Jewish Community Center
located at 101 Garden of Eden Road in Wilmington.
All candidates participating in the primary election
for the governor’s race have been invited to partici-
pate and will answer a variety of questions relating
to Delaware’s environmental future. 

The doors will open at 6:30, p.m. and informa-
tion tables staffed by the co-sponsors will be
available for browsing. At 7 p.m., the forum will
begin. If you would like to submit a question for
consideration to be asked at the forum, please send it
to questions@votefortheearth.org.
Opportunities to Get Involved:

The chapter’s political committee is meeting
Wednesday, August 6, 2008 at the Odessa Library.
Interested in enacting change? Come out and support
our chapter’s efforts in Delaware’s political arena.
There are many ways to get involved, so please join
us at our next meeting.

Political Committee Activities Announced

Greenpeace Project Hotseat

With destructive weather and record breaking
heat waves effecting communities everywhere,

the time to stop global warming is now. People in
Delaware are already doing their part to stop global
warming, and its time our national government did
something too. The candidates for Congress need to
know that if they want to represent us, they need to
have a strong plan to stop global warming.

Greenpeace is launching an exciting campaign
to stop global warming, right here in Delaware!
There are lots of ways to get involved. Here’s a par-
tial list: write a letter, come to a campaign meeting,
help gather public comments, make a phone call.

If you missed the July 20 Campaign Kickoff
BBQ, it’s not too late to get involved. This campaign
is going to be a lot of fun. To get more details or to
lend a hand, visit the web site: www.ProjectHot-
seat.org or contact Joseph Stewart, Global Warming
Field Organizer, Greenpeace USA, 302-299-2758,
joseph.stewart@greenpeace.org
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Sierra Club Membership 
Application Coupon

New Member Name(s)

Address 1

Address 2

City

State Zip

Phone

E-mail

Membership Categories (circle one)

INDIVIDUAL JOINT
Introductory $25 NA
Regular $35 $43
Supporting $50 $58
Contributing $100 $108
Life $1000 $1250
Senior $15 $23
Student $15 $23

All dues include subscription to Sierra($7.50) and chapter
publications ($1). Dues are not tax deductible.

Mail to: Sierra Club, P.O. Box 52968, 
Boulder, CO 80321-2968

FrepNo: F94QW58001

Hello fellow Delaware Sierrans,
What better way to have a positive impact on

our planet then to get involved in the Sierra Club of
Delaware? Now is the perfect time! Let’s build
upon the success of bringing off-shore wind to
Delaware, move through the exciting November
election, and create a sustainable state.

You will find a number of exciting meetings and
events coming up as our chapter continues to grow.
Help us have the capacity to effect environmental
change in Delaware! It is important to note that
because of newsletter deadlines and printing, not all
events and meetings can be included in the newslet-
ter. Please remember to check out our website,
Delaware.sierraclub.org, as well as to sign up for e-
mail alerts so that you can be kept informed about
what’s happening. If you are not currently receiving
e-mails, drop me a line with your name and e-mail
address at Ezra.Temko@SierraClub.org and I will
add you to the list.

The Sierra Club of Delaware recently had its
first Membership Committee meeting, under the
leadership of June Satterfield. We’ll be working to
increase our member outreach, particularly to new
members, to host more socials and educational
events, to coordinate our tabling efforts, and to host
quarterly Sierra Connection events. 

The Sierra Connection will rotate geographic
areas and have a social component as well as intro-
duce you to the club and have a special feature. Our
next one is planned for September, where we plan
to have a social, some programming related to recy-
cling, and an opportunity for you to connect with
our chapter.

But don’t wait until the Sierra Connection to get
involved! Join the Membership Committee! We are
also have our first Recycling Committee and Can-

A Great Time to Get Engaged In Sierra Club Activities
cer Committee meetings in August.  If those are not
what you are looking for, consider helping the Out-
ings Committee plan a hike or get involved with
our Political Committee. Or if you have another
interest, just let me know and I will do my best to
plug you in!

We have a Volunteer Interest sign-up form
online at http://delaware.sierraclub.org/engage

I hope you will go online and sign up! If you
need a paper copy, let me know.

I look forward to working with you to green
Delaware!

All the best,
Ezra Temko
Member & Community Engagement Coordinator
Ezra.Temko@SierraClub.org
302-351-2776

The Delaware Chapter of the Sierra Club publishes the
Delaware Sierra News quarterly. This publication is writ-
ten and produced entirely by volunteers. Ideas
expressed in the Delaware Sierra News are those of the
columnists and may not necessarily reflect the position
of the Sierra Club. Limited time constraints of an all-vol-
unteer staff do not always allow for full data
corroboration. Send materials for submission to the
Sierra Club, 100 W 10th St, Ste. 1107, Wilmington, DE
19801 or by e-mail to our editor. Summer Issue Deadline :
September 30

Editor: Jay LaCorte – jay.lacorte@yahoo.com
Production: Susan Oldenburg – VideoSue@aol.com
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Cancer Committee Forms

Delawareans take cancer personally. Most peo-
ple here know someone or know someone who

has a loved one who has survived cancer, has can-
cer, or passed away because of cancer.

It is our choice to not be in compliance with
national air quality standards or to allow the level
of pollution and toxins in our environment that we
do.

An empowered, committed citizenry can ensure
we make choices that reflect a commitment to our
Earth and to sustainability. 

The State of Delaware has formed a Delaware
Cancer Consortium Environment Committee.

While the Sierra Club will not be officially join-
ing this committee, we are committed to reducing
carcinogens in our atmosphere. We need to educate
ourselves, educate others, and advocate strongly in
this area.

Our chapter is forming a committee to focus on
cancer as it relates to the environment. We will be
working to improve Delaware’s health by exploring
the link between our environment and cancer and
monitoring the work of the Delaware Cancer Con-
sortium Environment Committee.

Join your fellow Sierrans and help make
Delaware a state that is not toxic but is instead a
place where people can thrive. We will work
towards environmental justice so that Delaware can
be a state without cancer clusters and where pollu-
tants and the government are held accountable.

First Meeting: Thursday, September 4, 7:30 pm,
Community Service Building, 100 W 10th Street;
Wilmington. Free parking one block away in the
Community Service Building Parking Lot (11th and
Orange, park and take a ticket – you will get it
stamped at the meeting)

For more information call the office at 351-2776
or e-mail Ezra.Temko@SierraClub.org.

by Carol Reid-Grandfield, Sierra Club Member
Kent County, Delaware

Alternative Energy in Peru

On June 1, I returned from two weeks in Peru. On
one of my first days there, we visited a

“cameloid farm.” While standing in a humble hut for
a herder’s llamas, alpacas and sheep, I raised my
eyes to the ridge pole in the thatched roof and was
startled to see, there in its naked glory, a CFL (see
photo). Yet another day, while standing on the layers
of cut reeds of a floating island in Lake Titicaca, I
was delighted to see, beside a hut made of reeds, two
small solar panels for generating light, which has
replaced candles – a scary fire hazard of the past.

On June 20, Sierrans enjoyed the first kayak pad-
dle of the season. Nick DiPasquale, Marcie and

Marc Schweitzer, Sandy Rothermel, and Dave Henz-
man joined the group at Silver Lake (photo courtesy
of Phil Shuman).  The group met at the Schweitzer’s
for dinner and socializing afterwards. The Sierra
Club also got together for a kayak paddle on the
evening of July 4, followed by fireworks.

Kayak Paddler Outing

Leave Your Mark !

Help Green The First State

Join Our Newly Formed

Membership Committee
Contact June Satterfield at

junesatterfield@comcast.net or

302.653.6596



by Dave R. Keifer, Sr., Land Use Chair

The project to dredge the main channel of the
Delaware River deeper seems to be coming

back, thanks to the Governor of Pennsylvania. The
Corps of Engineers has done a series of studies
attempting to show that the benefits outweigh the
costs and that the environmental impacts are accept-
able. Others, including the Government
Accountability Office (GAO), have found that the
benefits are not great enough to justify the costs and
that the environmental impacts are negative and not
trivial. New Jersey Senator Lautenberg has asked
them to do another evaluation, which is under way.

A letter to the editor cannot adequately review
the many studies. Hopefully it will spark interest in
learning about this dreadful idea so readers can
make up their own minds. 

In brief, the River channel is currently dredged to
40’, as it has been for years. The proposal would be
to dredge it to 45’. Hence, whatever has been down

Sierra Connection Recap

On April 26, members of the Delaware Sierra
Club gathered in Newark at the Unitarian Uni-

versalist Fellowship of Newark’s outdoor chapel for
a terrific get-together. There was a potluck, talk
about the chapter, and a terrific speaker.

Mary Ann Hitt, Executive Director of Appalachi-
an Voices (photo courtesy of Matt Urban), spoke to
us about mountaintop removal coal mining. (For
more information on this practice, see the article on
page 7). Her organization unveiled the website
iLoveMountains.org where you can find out if your
power company is connected to mountaintop removal
coal mining.

Information about mountaintop removal mining is
also available at http://www.sierraclub.org/mtr/.

there forever would be brought to the surface and
piled somewhere. Think of the ship traffic up and
down the River since native American canoes and
the sailing ships of early European explorers to the
super tankers and container ships of today and what
may have gone over the side or been pumped from
the bilges. Think of all of the garbage from Philadel-
phia that was barged down the River and dumped
off Ocean City, MD, in the past. 

Who would benefit from the project? Apparently
the Port of Wilmington and the refinery at Delaware
City would not be affected. Given that large vessels
tend to be owned by foreign firms, it may be that
this proposed expenditure of US taxpayers’ dollars
would not help US taxpayers.

Many of us believe that this project is dreadful
financially and environmentally. Study it and make
up you own mind. Ask elected officials for their
views and tell them yours. The studies are most easi-
ly found on the Delaware Riverkeeper website.

Delaware Deepening

Pea Patch Island Hike Report

by Ron Zink

Pea Patch Island was the destination for the
Club’s hike Saturday, June 14. The island housed

nearly 15,000 Confederate soldiers during the Civil
War and is located in the Delaware River near
Delaware City. The island is staffed with people
reenacting the various duties of those living there.
Cooks, prisoners, and officers were all represented
by volunteers in period dress. 

Those attending included Marc Schweitzer, Mr.
and Mrs. Holt, Brian Graham, Ron Zink, Mark
Fields, and Mark’s daughter Bevan. The group
retired to a local restaurant for fun after the hike.
Consult your club calendar for details the next hike’s
details.
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Kayak/Canoe the Brandywine– Saturday, August 9.
Meet at 10:00 a.m. at the Thompson’s Bridge parking
lot in Brandywine Creek State Park. To join the paddle,
or for more information, contact: Marc Schweitzer at
marc5181@yahoo.com(Cell Phone: 202-409-7473 or
410-924-3190)

Forum SubCommittee, Political Committee Meeting
– Sunday, August 10, 2 pm.Brandywine Library. For
further information call the office at 302-351-2776 or
e-mail politics@delaware.sierraclub.org

Recycling Committee– Tuesday, August 12, 7 pm.
Newark Free Library. First meting of the Recycling
Committee. Come join and help us get to zero waste in
Delaware! For more information call the office at 302-
351-2776 or e-mail Ezra.Temko@SierraClub.org.

Conservation Committee Meeting– Monday, August
18.General meeting of the Conservation Committee.
Meet at the Westminster Community Center in Dover.
Carpooling is available. For further information contact
Tim O’Connor at Tim1158@aol.comor 302-697-7466.

Gubernatorial Candidates’ Forum – Tuesday, August
19, 6:30 pm. Bernard and Ruth Siegel Jewish Commu-
nity Center, Wilmington. Come watch Delaware’s
primary candidates for governor talk about important
environmental issues. For more information call the
office at 302-351-2776 or e-mail questions@Vote-
ForTheEarth.org

Cancer Committee– Thursday, September 4, 7:30
pm.Wilmington, Community Service Building. First
meting of the Cancer Committee. Help make Delaware
a non-toxic environment! For more information call the
office at 302-351-2776 or e-mail Ezra.Temko@Sierra-
Club.org. There is a parking garage one block away
with parking that can be validated – contact the club
for more information.

Dover Social– Thursday, September 4, 6:30 pm.
TGIF; Route 13 at Lockerman Street. These “First
Thursdays” have been great events for socializing with
fellow Sierrans as well as educational. For more infor-
mation, updates, and the programming, contact Ron
Zink at 302-735-8896 or Ron_z_19904@yahoo.com

Boundary Trail Outing – Saturday, September 13.
Trap Pond State Park, Sussex County. Possibly
overnight camping the night before. For more informa-
tion call the office at 302-351-2776 or e-mail
Ezra.Temko@SierraClub.org.

Executive Committee Meeting– Monday, September
16, 7 pm.General meeting of the Executive Commit-
tee. Meet at the Westminster Community Center in
Dover. Carpooling is available. For further information
contact Jay Cooperson at CoopersonArc@aol.comor
302-571-0660.

Delaware Chapter Sierra Club Events Calendar

Save the Date For These
Exciting Outings!

September 13- Boundary Trail - Trap Pond State
Park (Sussex) (possible overnight camp before)

October 18- Junction & Breakwater Trail - Cape
Henlopen State Park and Sea Hawk Trail - Holts
Landing State Park (Sussex)

November 15- Swamp Forest Trail - Lums Pond
State Park (New Castle)

December 20- David English Trail - White Clay
Creek State Park (New Castle)



Sierra Club Delaware Chapter Change Of Address Form
Attach old address mailing label:

New Address

City State Zip

Phone E-mail 

Mail to: Sierra Club, P.O. Box 52968, Boulder, CO 80321-2968 

Chapter Office
100 West 10th Street, Suite 1107
Wilmington, DE 19801
351-2776

Chapter Staff
Member & Community Engagement Coordinator: 
Ezra Temko 981-3007

Ezra.Temko@sierraclub.org

Chapter Appointed Officers
Chair: Jay Cooperson 571-0660 

CoopersonArc@aol.com
Vice Chair:Tim O’Connor 697-7466

Tim1158@aol.com
Secretary: Matt Urban 521-4495

murban@mobiusnm.com
Treasurer: Lorri Fencer LorriFencer@verizon.net
Conservation:Tim O’Connor 697-7466

Tim1158@aol.com
Cool Cities: Ron Zink 735-8996

ron_z_19904@yahoo.com
Energy: Chad Tolman 478-3516

chadtolman@comcast.net
Land Use: David Keifer dkeifer@comcast.net
Litigation: David Keifer dkeifer@comcast.net
Membership:June Satterfield 653-6596

junesatterfield@comcast.net
Outings:Jennifer Egan 540-4546

jennifermegan28@msn.com
Political: Debbie Heaton 

politics@delaware.sierraclub.org
Pollution: Al Denio 455-0389

Alvaldenio@aol.com

Additional Chapter ExCom Members
Rich Anthony 645-1732

rha@de-enviro.net
Dick Bewick 736-1670

dynaflow29@verizon.net

Southern Delaware Group (SDG)
Appointed Officers

Chair: Rich Anthony 645-1732
rha@de-enviro.net

Vice Chair: Harry Haon 656-4582
Conservation Chair: David Keifer 

dkeifer@comcast.net
Environmental Justice Chair:Mable Granke 227-6637
Secretary & Membership Chair:

Carrie Bennett 732-3358
c.bennett@de-enviro.net

Additional Southern Delaware Group (SDG)
ExCom Members

Dick Bewick 736-1670
dynaflow29@verizon.net

Steve Callanen 539-0635
prnmed@mchsi.com

Harry Haon 656-4582
harryhaon@aol.com

Barbara Murray bemursaga@hotmail.com
Terri Usuki 436-2296

tamaki@prodigy.net

Delaware Chapter and Southern Delaware
Group Leaders
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All phone numbers are Area Code 302

This paper contains 30% post-
consumer recycled content

Visit us on the Web!

www.delaware.sierraclub.or g

Web Editor:Mike Casale 239-2225
mike.casale@verizon.net

 


